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Kathy and I decided to take a 50th Anniversary
Celebration Cruise on the “Celebrity Summit” to
Bermuda next year (2012). We mentioned it to some
friends and classmates and some wanted to join us. I am inviting
(friends, family, AHS classmates and neighbors) to join us on this
Cruise. If you are interested and want to bring your friends, family or
neighbors, please extend the invitation to them. I have reserved 16
cabins initially for our group. See below. The rates below are
protected until the cabins in each category are gone. The rates below
include cabin, port fees, and taxes and are $50-100 below the posted
rate on their website, with taxes added. Many cruise lines do not
include taxes ($138.68) on their internet rates until booking. So far,
three of the balconies and four of the inside cabins have been
booked. There are cabins available on other decks and in other
categories if you so choose. All cabins in the group will receive a $75
credit on their sea-pass account. After Feb 18, the group will lose the
cabins held that are not assigned. This ship leaves Cape Liberty, NJ
(NJ side of New York Harbor), cruises to Bermuda, docks at King’s
Wharf for three days, and then returns to NJ. If you have any
questions, please feel free to email me at bob@thewakes.com, or
call at 630-337-6019. If you want to book a cabin, please call:

The Hometown Chapter will be cruising and enjoying a 3-course
gourmet lunch on Lake Michigan aboard the Odyssey cruise ship.
Aboard ship, there will be live music, breath-taking views of Chicago's
beautiful skyline, and time to socialize with AHS Class of '59
classmates. After the 2-hour cruise, you can walk along Navy Pier
with classmates and guests, stop at a coffee shop, bar or ice cream
shop, ride the Carousel or Ferris Wheel, browse the kiosks, and/or
venture into downtown Chicago at your leisure. There is parking at
Navy Pier. Specific details about public transportation and parking
will be sent to you once your reservations are confirmed.
DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:
COST:

Thursday, August 4, 2011
10:30 AM to board together at 11:00 AM
Meet on Navy Pier at the Odyssey (south side of pier)
$50 per person for lunch and cruise
Payment is required to secure your reservation.
Please make checks payable to "AHS Class of '59" and send to:
Gary Snell
604 Can Dota
Mt. Prospect IL 60056
Please include the registration form below.
Gary must receive payment by July 1, 2011.
Upon receipt, your reservation will be confirmed. Space is limited.

Debbie Ford, Cruise Planners, 630-820-7079.
Celebrity Summit
Sailing: June 17, 2012
Returning: June 24, 2012
Reserved
5-Balcony Cabins (2A) - $1317.68 per person, double occupancy
5-Outside Cabins (7) - $1082.68 per person, double occupancy
6-Inside Cabins (9) - $987.68 per person, double occupancy
$500 deposit per cabin due upon cabin assignment.
February 18, 2012 – Option date. This is the date when all deposits
have to be in, or cruise line can recall unsold cabins.

Name(s)
of
Attendees:
Address:

April 3, 2012 – Final Payment Date
Cruise Line will hold particular cabin numbers, but only for 30 days.
Early dinner seating (6:00 PM)

Phone:
Email:
Amount
Enclosed:
Questions? Contact Nancy Snell 847-259-2963 or
snell604@wowway.com

Each birthday is a journey with adventures to discover along the way!
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Most of us will, or have, turned 70 years of age this year. How lucky we are
to have reached this milestone! A number of classmates celebrated together
in Arizona March 17-20, 2011.

How many times does anyone have the opportunity to
spend an hour with a world-renowned diva? Well, a group
of lucky classmates were fortunate to claim that opportunity
on January 26, 2011 thanks to our classmate, Bob Voigt.
That is the day Bob and his wife, Lynn, treated us all to a
delicious lunch in the Pedersen Room at the Chicago Lyric
Opera before we attended Giacomo Puchini’s Italian opera,
“La Fanciulla del West” (“The Girl of the Golden West”).
Oh, did I mention that the diva is none other than Bob’s daughter, Deborah
Voigt? As Diane (Janssen) Davenport stated, “She really is a down-to-earth
lady—no diva in her, except for her exceptional voice.” Deborah’s large-scale
soprano voice, with its complex, chiaroscuro-producing vibrato can hit high-C
as she negotiates difficult passages. Quite an accomplishment for this
glamorous, beautiful and talented lady.

What a bash! The weather was absolutely perfect! I think someone said
there was a cloud somewhere near Yuma—well, we didn't see it!
Day 1—Saguaro Lake. It was five-hours of boating, picnics, cavorting and
fellowship. Captains Jeff, Roy and Gary navigated the waterways flawlessly.
We had a pre-decorated boat thanks to Sherry, Carol and Jeff, and the
Captains wore their "St. Patty's Day" lids. Needless to say, there were no
drownings, or other sorts of shenanigans—just great camaraderie and a lot of
fun. A few whale sightings—NOT, but Bill Mors did say he caught a 5-1/2
pound large-mouth bass—sounds a bit fishy to me!
Day 2—Cubs Game at Hohokam Park and was that special! The food was
great and the game was—well typical. Cubs lose, but not because of the
70er's—we cheered like the loyal Cub fans that we are. We tailgated over an
hour before game time and simply had a wonderful time and turnout.
Afterward, everyone showed up at the Pratt’s for a BBQ. What a great party
with food galore—Tony Roma's Ribs, Garr's cold slaw, Cowboy beans, fruit
salad, etc. There was a background of ‘50-‘60s music, and a 70th Birthday
Cake courtesy of our hosts, Jeff & Michelle. Everyone had a great time.

After the unusual (no-tragic ending, and humorous in parts) performance, we
met back at the Pedersen Room for dessert and gifts of Debbie’s latest CD
and a December 2010 edition of “Opera News” where Debbie was featured
on the cover. It was there that Debbie visited with us, signed autographs,
answered questions and posed for photographs. Everyone was enamored by
this charming gal.

Day 3—Jerome / Sedona / Grand Canyon. Approximately 19 hearty
classmates went to Jerome and Sedona, which is about two hours northwest
of Phoenix. Roy Garr and Michelle Pratt were tour guides. We were spooked
at the Haunted Hamburger joint, but that haunted little mining village was only
the beginning. After slithering out of town, officially spooked, we made our
way to Sedona, famously know as "Red Rock Country," where we took in the
sites, got knocked around on a very bumpy "Pink Jeep" tour and then
shopped in Talaquepaque, where we deposited more than a few dollars at the
local shops. Hey, can't take it with ya! We finished off the day with an
evening of traditional Mexican Fare and limped home exhausted.

The internationally renowned soprano’s Lyric “Fanciulla” directly follows her
Metropolitan Opera, “Erwartung” at the New York Philharmonic, and “Annie
Get Your Gun” at the Glimmerglass Festival. Debbie has also sung
throughout Europe.
The following classmates want to thank Bob, Lynn and Debbie for their
overwhelming generosity and hospitality:
Opera Attendees:
Fred & Linda Fischer
Diane (Janssen) Davenport
Diane’s sister, Betty (Janssen)
Roy
Bill & Marlene Neurauter
Bob & Lynn Voigt

Meanwhile—the other 19 adventurous classmates joined Jeff and his crew on
a trip to Williams for a train ride to the Grand Canyon. A van picked us up at
5:30 AM—all the sleepyheads were there on time—except for Gere & Mike
Warnecke. However, we made it there in plenty of time and boarded our firstclass accommodations for the ride to the Canyon. Drinks, coffee cakes and
the like were provided and everyone enjoyed a 2-hour train trip to the
Canyon. We saw sites that only God can create and marveled at the lore of
the canyon. Needless to say, we enjoyed the wonderment that our great
country has to offer. If you haven't gone, get there soon, the Grand Canyon
should be high on your "bucket list." We joined for lunch, bought souvenirs
and eventually made our way back to the train for the ride back, but wait—low
and behold, before we got back, guess what happened? A TRAIN
ROBBERY! Unfortunately, the Lone Ranger didn’t show up to save the day,
but the rowdy bunch of cowpokes were foiled in the end and gave up.
Exhausted, everyone headed home.

Marj (Ibbotson) Kelly

Last January John Torrens recruited a bunch of us who were full of New
Year’s resolutions to start our 70s in better health. The idea was to share our
fitness plans and report on the progress we were making. It
started with a flurry of emails. Plans ranged from more visits
to the gym, joining Weight Watchers, and bike riding to
maintaining fitness routines that were already in place and
working well. I noticed right from the beginning that our focus
has shifted from looking better to feeling better.

Day 4—Farewell Breakfast. Thirty-four classmates & spouses met in the
morning at the "Office" for our farewell breakfast. We hugged and vowed to
keep our friendships going. We’re all looking ahead to our next adventure
and once again rekindling our relationships.
Attendees included:
Roy & Cathy Garr
Gary & Nancy (Deming) Snell
Rich & Donna Erber
Janet (Cloud) Varney
Carol (Schoenfeld) Bohne
Ray & Sue (Stevens) Dunn
Mike Kauffman & Pat Goebel
Marshall & Carol (Maisel) Crane
Bob & Karen (Vork) Lindquist
Mike & Gere Warnecke
Ralph & Diana (Ferrell) Holm
Bill & Melodie Mors
Marty & Pam Mielke

Shari (Ackerlund) Jobst
Carol (Schoenfeld) Bohne
Don & Mary (O’Connell) Olson

A couple of the guys have laced their emails with great
humor, and there have been some good success stories like Marty Mielke
and wife, Pam, who have made fitness workouts part of their weekly routine,
and Doug Leicht who is tearing up the Wisconsin hills on his bike.
As with many January fitness plans, some of the enthusiasm has waned as
time goes on, but John gives us a poke now and then and those of us who
have not completely fallen by the wayside, report in with current status. I
joined Weight Watchers in January and have lost 15 pounds. Not the Biggest
Loser by any means, so I appreciate the supportive feedback I get when I
report positive progress, and am encouraged by hearing what others are
doing.

Jeff & Michelle Pratt
Bob & Kathy Wake
Bill & Marlene Neurauter
Sherry (Chimis) Hilger
Joe & Toni (Minetti) Kane
Dick & Barbara (Muhly) Plambeck
Jean (Conroy) Nemer
Stephanie (Sheets) Grant
Bill & Kay Dodge
Paul & Jean Syoen
Charlie & Sharon Buckeridge
Dale Rothenberger
Nancy (Baker) Booth

We often digress into other topics, and I think that keeping in touch is more
important to us than the whole fitness thing. If you’d like to join our Fitness
Forum, even if you’re not embarked on a fitness program, email John at
tworockent@aol.com and let him know you’d like to participate.

A big THANK YOU to Jeff & Michelle Pratt and Roy & Cathy Garr for hosting
and planning this memorable, fun-filled event. GREAT JOB!
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John and Claudia now have four grandchildren, 2 boys and 2
girls.

It was big and noisy—bumpy—and disgustedly dependable! It was
impossible to ignore the lumbering school bus as it came by every
morning to transport us reluctant students off to Arlington High.

IN OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS
GET WELL WISHES TO:

You remember those mornings, don’t you? For most of us, that’s how
we got to school, even after age sixteen and having our own driver’s
licenses. Tinsley was the thing we wished wouldn’t show up in the
wee hours of dawn, but the vehicle we were happy to race to at the
end of the day.

To our classmate, CAROL (MAISEL) CRANE, who is battling cancer.
Feel better MARLENE NEURAUTER. Marlene has been in and out
of the hospital fighting an infection. She’s out now!

Fortunately (or unfortunately as the case may be), our bus stopped
right across the street from my house, gathering kids from a fourblock radius. You could set the clock by its arrival, and if we regulars
weren’t all waiting in line, the ever-vigilant driver would inquire about
the missing person, or wait an extra minute or two for him or her to
arrive. Often it paid off, with someone sprinting down the street, arms
waving in a plea to wait. And, of course, he did.

Get well to our former classmate VERNON WEIDNER who is battling
leukemia.
Get well wishes to Connor Egan the grandson of our classmates,
GARY & NANCY (DEMING) SNELL: We have wonderful news to
share! Connor's MRI and CT scans revealed that he is clean! No
cancer was detected! After 18 chemo treatments, lots of hospital
stays, trips to the ER, infections, rashes, nausea, mouth sores, needle
pokes, transfusions, weight and hair loss, and the list goes on.
Connor is beside himself with delight knowing that chemo is behind
him and that it was effective. He will be tested every 3 months for 2
years to be certain there is no recurrence. Then the testing will stretch
to 6 months. Now Connor will be concentrating on rehabilitating his
leg, which he has not been able to use since the surgery on Sept. 12.
He is back in school full time now, with the exception of missing
portions of 2 to 3 days a week for physical and aqua therapies. We
ask for your continued prayers for Connor, his mom and dad, Heidi
and Tim, and the medical staff who guide his treatments and
surgeries. Even when life gets tough and seems unfair, we know that
God is good and we're thankful for the gift of faith.

And “snow days”…snow days??? Just didn’t happen!
We never had a day off due to the white stuff, no matter
how deep the accumulation. Those macho machines
didn’t know the meaning of the word “can’t,” instead becoming “Little
Engines That Could,” forging through drifts and ruts right up to the top
of their wheels.
Admittedly, once aboard, I loved the ride to school. It gave me an
extra half hour to snooze—or study—or catch up with friends on the
latest gossip or plans for the next dance. Sitting on hard seats,
surrounded by the aroma of books, hair spray and every now and
then, a puff of fresh air when the door would squeak open and shut—
all this was part of our routine—one simply taken for granted during
what we thought of as four very long years.
Ah, but now those dreamy or chatty mornings rumbling off to school,
and then the welcoming wind-down afternoons heading back toward
home, seem so long ago. Yet, these ordinary, repetitive journeys
were an important thread weaving together the secure cocoon of our
youth. Our buses and drivers did their work well, without fanfare or
grandeur. They were just ordinary people and machines, yet
extraordinary in their reliability. Looking back, their example of
consistency, even in the most mundane of tasks, helped plant tiny
seeds of wisdom that would crop us and nourish us for a lifetime.

Our Dee p e s t Sy m p a t h y and
Pray e r s go out to:
Our deepest sympathy to our classmate, ELEANOR (WHITEHEAD)
SHANLEY and family, on the death of Eleanor’s father, Bartholomew
L. Shanley (95). Mr. Shanley passed away on Thursday, December
9, 2010, at home. After completing his career at Prudential Insurance
Company, he lived out his retirement years in Florida. He was a
World War II Navy veteran and a member of the Knights of Columbus.
He was the husband of the late Eleanor; father of our classmate,
Eleanor (Jim) Whitehead, Bart (Bonnie) Shanley, Carol (Douglas)
Rothery, and Susan (Bob) Davis; grandfather of 14; and greatgrandfather of 18.

(But gee whiz, a snow day still would have been nice!)
Okay, NOW IT’S YOUR TURN! Send your special childhood memory
to Patty (Mahler) McDonald at (213 South Green Street, McHenry, IL
60050) pattymcj@aol.com; or to John Torrens (2958 Middle Two
Rock Road, Petaluma, CA 94952) tworockent@aol.com.

COACH ELLIOTT “BUS” ORMSBEE (89) passed away on Sunday,
December 12, 2010 in Hot Springs Village, AK where he had lived
since retiring in 1983. Back in the late 1950’s he
coached some of Arlington High School’s most
successful teams, bringing his NFL experience with the
Philadelphia Eagles to the role. Mr. Ormsbee grew up
in southern Illinois and later lettered in football,
basketball and baseball at Bradley University. After
college, he enlisted in the Naval Officers’ training program and spent
two years on a submarine in the South Pacific. The Philadelphia
Eagles drafted Mr. Ormsbee in 1944 as a defensive back and running
back. His professional career would span five years and wind up with

WEBSITE INSIGHT
Visit our website at:
www.arlingtonhigh59.com

If you have photos you’re willing to share, please mail or email them to
Willy, our Webmaster and keep smiling!
Willy Neurauter
1604 South Meyers Road, Lombard, IL 60148
willy2806-ahs59@yahoo.com

CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Congratulations to JOHN & CLAUDIA CIECIWA MCGRATH who
were delighted to welcome their new granddaughter, Siena Rose,
born to their son, Mark, and his wife, Patti, on January 27, 2011.

the San Francisco 49ers. He began teaching and coaching at
Arlington in 1949. Bob Frisk, the retired assistant managing editor for
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sports for the Daily Herald, describes the 1959 Arlington Cardinals as
one of the best teams he covered. Mr. Ormsbee got the nickname
“Bus” from his father who used to call him Buster. He was preceded
in death by his first wife, Jeanne. His second wife, Pat, and children
Sandi, Candy, Debbi and Terry survive him.

KEEP THOSE EMAILS, CARDS & LETTERS COMING!
We’ve had a great response to our “What’s Up?” column and we would love to hear
from YOU. Please send a short note and/or photo letting us know what you’ve been up
to lately, and then look for your note in the next Newsletter. We reserve the right to edit
for space, taste, and bad jokes. First come, first served, is usually the way it works.
Send your note to:
Patty (Mahler) McDonald
213 South Green Street, McHenry, IL 60050
815-575-1959 or pattymcj@aol.com.

Our deepest sympathy to our classmate, PAUL CHRISTMAN, and
family on the death of his sister, Kathleen “Kay” (Christman)
Blackburn (71) of Lake in the Hills (AHS Class of
’57). Kay passed away on December 24, 2010. She
was the beloved wife of James G. Blackburn; loving
mother of Jeffrey Blackburn, Elizabeth (John) Hickok,
Jennifer (Barron) Gira and Christopher (Heather)
Blackburn; fantastic grandmother to Tomas Blackburn,
Mallory Blackburn, Isabella Hickok and Quinn Blackburn; dear sister
to Judith Buffalo, Paul (Pat) Christman, the late Joan Rowader and
the late Mary Frances Christman; and beloved third daughter to the
late Paul and the late Kathleen, nee Barrett, Christman.

Here’s a note from KAREN (VORK) LINDQUIST (Anthem, AZ): I just
received my copy of the memory book from the AHS reunion.
Unfortunately, cancer prevented my attendance at the big event. I am
so impressed and send sincere kudos to all who worked on the book.
It is an absolutely amazing publication! My husband was very proud
of his 50th reunion book and it was extremely well done, but even he
had to admit that the AHS book was phenomenal. The time and effort
spent on this project was well worth it, and you all are to be
congratulated. At the end of June, we will be moving down the hill
from Flagstaff to Anthem, Arizona. The 7,000-foot altitude in Flagstaff
is proving to be too much for me (not to mention the stairs). We
attended the lovely mini-reunion at Jeff Pratt's house a few months
ago and there were so many gray-haired people there I have no
idea which ones live in Phoenix. I would like to get in touch with the
Phoenix folks so that Bob and I can have a base for making new
friends. We hate to leave Flagstaff, but we really have no choice.

Our deepest sympathy to our classmate, KATHY (BODOR) OLIVO,
and family on the death of Kathy’s sister, Marie Bodor Vogt, (80) of
Palatine. Marie passed away on Thursday, January 13, 2011 at
Glenbrook Hospital. She worked in cafeteria services for the Palatine
High School District. Marie was the beloved wife of the late Harold
Vogt, loving mother of Janet and Daryl; cherished grandmother of
Michael; and dear sister of Peter, Martin, our classmate, Katherine,
late Joseph and Anthony Bodor.
Our former teacher, DOUGLAS KING MURPHY, passed away
Wednesday, Feb. 16, 2011, after an extended illness. Mr. Murphy
taught English and speech at Arlington High School from 1954 until
the school's closing in 1984. He earned degrees at Louisiana Tech
and Northwestern University. Active in Arlington's
theatre program, he was instrumental in developing
talented students and fostering lifelong interests in
the stage. He will be buried in his home town of
Arcadia, La.

We heard from KATHY (BERG) CONNOLLY, (Lake Orion, MI). I'm
helping my daughter teach a class on Cooking Lite, plus getting ready
for our Book Launch Party. We put together a cookbook with all the
recipes from four-years of cooking classes. We (mostly me) started on
it in October and are FINALLY going to have the books in about two
weeks. Most of the delays were related to extremely busy times at the
restaurant corresponding with deadlines from the publisher. It was a
lot of work, but most of it was fun because there's not much to do in
Michigan in the winter if you don't ski or
snowmobile.

We send our deepest sympathy to the family of our
classmate and friend, JOHN BLEILE (70). John, a
resident of Johnsburg, IL for more than 30 years, died
Tuesday, March 29, 2011, in Woodstock., IL. He was
born March 24, 1941, in Elmhurst, IL. He had a great
personality and enjoyed home life, fishing, hunting and
working in the yard. He loved his family and they loved
him! Survivors include his wife, Georgia (Poteracki); a daughter, Kim
(Jerry) Sowka; a son, John (Cheri); and three granddaughters,
Melissa Bleile, Ashley Bleile and Cathy Sowka.

We also received a nice note from FRED O.
KOLSTAD III, (Northridge, CA): My wife Judy
and I took the kids and Grandkids on a
Mexican Riviera cruise aboard the Norwegian
Star in March to celebrate our 45th Wedding
Anniversary.
DATE
August 4, 2011
June 17-24, 2012

Our deepest sympathy to our classmate, TONI (MINETTI) KANE and
family on the passing of Toni’s mother, Helen. Helen
Minetti (93) of Mt. Prospect for 57 years, passed away at
home peacefully on Tuesday, April 26, 2011. Mrs. Minetti
retired from Alexian Brothers Medical Center after 20+
years as a telephone switchboard operator. She is
survived by her three children, Toni Kane, Jill Reed and Michael
Minetti. She was known as “Nana” to her 7 grandchildren; and 14
great-grandchildren. Mrs. Minetti was preceded in death by her
husband of 46 years, Charles Minetti, Jr.

EVENT
Lake Michigan Luncheon Cruise in Chicago
Cruise to Bermuda

Please Keep in Touch!
CARDINAL CLASSMATES ’59—DON’T GET LOST!
Maiden/Last Name:
First Name:
Married Name:
Spouse’s Name:
Home Address:
Phone Number:
# of Children:
Email Address:
# of Grandchildren:
Occupation:
Return to: John Torrens
2958 Middle Two Rock Road, Petaluma, CA 94952
Tworockent@aol.com or at 707-763-6480
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